The Cornerstone Catholic Scripture Study
How It Began
How you Can Get Engaged

According to Maryann Rice, one of the founders and a Branch Facilitator of the Branch at St. Joseph’s parish in Clayton, Missouri, it all began in 1984, when a group of Catholic women searching for biblical spiritual enrichment in the St Louis diocese found none.  After consulting many priests in the area Father Bill Kester of St. Peter Parish in Kirkwood, Missouri agreed to become their Spiritual Advisor as they prayed for guidance in formulating a Bible Study of their own from a Catholic perspective. Since then, The Cornerstone has grown to 19  Branches in 9 states with over 1200 members.  The group takes their name from Psalm 118:22 “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.” They placed all their trust in Jesus and developed their own Catholic Bible study that met the spiritual needs of their members and receives an imprimatur on all lessons from the Archdiocese of St Louis, Mo.
The Mission of The Cornerstone is to build community, strengthen and deepen a personal and loving relationship with God and His people through prayer and the study of His Word.
Customize with a local testimonial too. MariLou Wilson, a member of the Annunziata Branch in St. Louis for 19 years and a Small Group Facilitator commented on why she continues to study with The Cornerstone, she said, “What attracts me to the study is the 4 exposures to The Word of God:
1. We begin our week with self-guided study questions and  prayer each day for about 15 minutes.  
2. Then, we read the commentary written by a Catholic theologian who gives the background and Catholic perspective of each chapter. 
3.  We come together once a week to share our answers to the self-guided study questions. We see where God is at work in our lives and share those experiences with other members. This is where special bonds are made as we share our life experiences as they pertain to the study for the week. 
4.  Finally, a member will give a Spiritual Reflection after extensive research on the Chapter making us aware of ways of applying The Word to our daily lives.”  
Benefits
Other benefits of this community of believers who gather weekly from September through April, to study the Word of God, are the close personal bonds of friendship that develop with other Catholics, as explained by Pat Leahy, who acts as Treasurer for the Mary Queen of Peace Branch in Webster Groves Missouri and Mark Mersmann who functions as the Central Treasurer for all The Cornerstone Branches. “All are welcome!  There is no charge to join. Each is asked to give after prayerfully considering their ability,” stated Mark.  “As a member for 13 years, I have made many lasting friendships as we connect on a spiritual level and share God’s love for us” added Pat.  Both agreed that the prayers offered in small group become a very powerful force to restoring peace in their lives.
The Cornerstone Catholic Scripture Study will begin meeting again in mid September 2023 to study The Prophets of the Old Testament.  Those interested are invited to attend a visitor session. For more information on meeting times and dates, visit the website www.thecornerstonescripturestudy.org 

