Informational Meeting Agenda
Welcome- So glad you are here to consider the material and format of CCSS so you can decide if you wish to discern being a part of The Cornerstone Catholic Scripture Study. 
During the course of our meeting, please write down questions or anything that comes to you and hold off on sharing until the end. 

Open with prayer- Let us pray together the Cornerstone prayer: 
Father, You have called me to Yourself. Open my ears that I might hear Your voice in The Cornerstone Catholic Scripture Study. Jesus, You speak to me when I read Your Word. Open my eyes so that I might see Your face in every person I meet. Holy Spirit, You dwell in my heart. Let me rest in Your love, in Your peace and in Your joy so that I may bring others to You. Thank You, Lord, for the grace that has led me to this moment. Praise to You, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, yesterday, today and for all time. Amen.
Start out with introductions: Please introduce yourself.
Watch video: Intro to the Cornerstone Video
Share your history/personal experience with The Cornerstone. 
How we are different from other Catholic bible studies?
Read the Mission statement:

The Cornerstone Catholic Scripture Study strives to build, strengthen and deepen a personal and loving relationship with God and His people through prayer and the study of His Word.

 

Corollary: The cornerstone of The Cornerstone is Prayer.

Method: 4 separate but fully integrated exposures to each passage of scripture studied. 
Daily study at home, 
small group time, 
Spiritual Reflections with Personal Applications and the Commentaries, (show example of Acts commentary- 2-4 pages a week to read)
Focus on Personal Applications of scripture: how is scripture relevant in my life? How is God communicating to me through His word? What am I learning about myself? How am I being called to change my ways? 
I heard a member once say: If you can reflect on your life, you can do the Cornerstone. 

Slowly over time, this type of study, strengthens our connections with God and with one another and can lead to Transformation. Thus our tagline: Study, Connect, Transform. 

Other ways we are different: 

Meet weekly according to the school year- 20 weekly lessons. Oct -April, with breaks for the holidays
One book of the Bible at a time. 
Small groups are normally about 12-15poeple. You are in the same group for the entire year and are led by two trained small group facilitators/keep things moving/ on track. They are not the answer person. 

They are there to make sure: discussion or debates don’t occur: things that don’t contribute to our mission of building relationship with God and one another are to be avoided. 

The small groups change each year- many members don’t want to change groups as they had gotten so close however over time members realize that they feel that way about each small group they are in. Over time you get to know most of the people in your branch from the inside out. 

Talks given by members. New branches rely on recorded talks from more established branches and slowly over time begin giving live talks. 
Weekly lessons are available from the website for free. Good will donations are used to pay for the commentary and other expenses. During discernment, you will purchase your own commentary – a link will be provided to purchase online. 
We are hosted by the Parish but are open to all people, catholic and non-Catholic. You will want to meet with your priest during this discernment period.   
Another important way we are different from other Catholic Bible studies:  we require a discernment period before starting a branch. 
Why a discernment period: The Cornerstone of the Cornerstone is prayer. So we pray about starting a new branch. We discern if God is calling us to do this. Is this God’s will for us? 

As we discern, just like our founding mothers did early on, we can use scripture as our measuring stick: If it is of God, it will flourish.

Current Year Study: Acts of the Apostles- share the trailer

Review/skim the 1st Acts Lesson: Point out the different type of questions-- think questions -no wrong answers! - as well as those that take us to other parts of the Bible and any read and record.  

Share one day of the first lesson of Acts of the Apostles. Read the scripture passage and review the questions. Note how  the questions walk us through verse by verse, ending with a Connection question that leads us into prayer. Your responses to these questions is what you will share with your small groups each week: we go around in a circle and answer questions. 

Connection questions. I shared my personal experience with connections:

It took me awhile to grow into these. Lots of ?s at first, Small groups were a great teacher for me. Learned so much from my fellow members. Grew in my faith and in my self-awareness. We are not alone in our struggles.

Website: 
I hope you have looked at it. Encourage them to Review the webpages under  

1) About Us to see how we are organized as well as to get to know the Shepherding Board- essentially our Board of Directors who lead and guide and are praying for us!

2) Bible studies to see all the books of the Bible we study. 

Next steps:

Decide if you’d like to be a part of this discernment group. Meet weekly on an agreed upon night, for about 90 minutes to do the first 6 weeks of Acts of the Apostles and learn more about the Cornerstone way of doing things. 

Core group of 5-15 to discern. Cannot be bigger- the size of a small group. 

After six meetings, then you decide if you want to finish up Acts of the Apostles- 10- 14 more weeks or not. 
Question/Sharing time: Immediate answer let me know now and if you have any nights you can’t meet, or if you need to think and pray, e-mail us. Any other questions or thoughts? 
Closing Prayer: 
Close with Cornerstone Discernment prayer (See word doc) 
