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INTRODUCTIONS

#ÁÎ ÙÏÕ ÇÕÅÓÓȣȩ
ÅMy first scholarly article?

ÅMy favorite breed of dog?

ÅMy previous Cornerstone topics?

ÅMy archaeological trip?

ÅMy age?
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× Ph.D. from The Catholic 
University of America 
(2007)
× Published two books and 

twenty articles in academic 
journals and encyclopedias
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My sources:



BIBLICAL EXEGESIS

ÅExegesis (exhghsiV) = interpretation

ÅMethods

ÅLanguages

ÅHistory

ÅReading as Literature

ÅUnique Perspectives

ÅAll help us understand the theological 
meaning



BIBLICAL EXEGESIS

ÅLanguage Method

ÅOld Testament = Hebrew,  Aramaic, Greek

ÅNew Testament = Greek

ÅExamples:

ÅMosesõ appearance in Exod 34:29

ÅDifferent words for òloveó in John 21:15-19



BIBLICAL EXEGESIS



BIBLICAL EXEGESIS

ÅHistorical Method

ÅHistorical expressions

ÅòLand flowing with milk 

and honeyó

ÅòStiff-neckedó

ÅDifferent sources (JEDP)

ÅReuel vs. Jethro

ÅSinai vs. Horeb



BIBLICAL EXEGESIS

ÅHistorical Method

ÅDifferences between 

ancient and modern 

cultures

ÅExample: Marital customs

ÅHistorical influence on how 

something is expressed

ÅExample: òimage of Godó



BIBLICAL EXEGESIS

ÅLiterature Method

ÅReading the bible as you 

would a piece of literature 

(symbolism, characterization, 

etc.)

ÅReading closely

ÅWider context

ÅLiterary techniques



BIBLICAL EXEGESIS

ÅLiterature Method

ÅReading closely (examples)

ÅWhat is Pharoahõs name?

ÅWhat is baby Moses placed in?



BIBLICAL EXEGESIS

ÅLiterature Method

ÅWider context (example)

ÅWhy does Moses speak 

so brazenly with God? 

(Exodus 33:12-18)



BIBLICAL EXEGESIS

ÅLiterature Method

ÅLiterary techniques

ÅPalistrophe in Flood 

story

ÅParallelism in giving 

tablets twice (Exod 

19-20 & 34)

ÅPlagues & gods



BIBLICAL EXEGESIS

ÅUnique Perspectives

ÅPeople with certain 

backgrounds or perspectives 

can help others read 

passages in a new light

ÅExample: 

ÅGod using violence to 

liberate slaves

ÅWomen in Scripture



BIBLICAL EXEGESIS

ÅAll methods lead toé

ÅWhat is Scripture revealing about God?

ÅWhat is Scripture revealing about humanity?

ÅWhat is Scripture revealing about the 

relationship between God and us?



BIBLICAL EXEGESIS

ÅPractice

ÅExodus 2:1-10



BIBLICAL EXEGESIS

ÅOther Examples 

from Exodus:

ÅSea of Reeds vs. 

Red Sea





BIBLICAL EXEGESIS

ÅOther Examples from Exodus:

ÅPharaohõs heart òhardeningó



BIBLICAL EXEGESIS

ÅOther Examples from Exodus:

ÅThe 10 Plagues



BIBLICAL EXEGESIS

ÅReflection Questions

ÅHow carefully do I read the bible? What new 

things do I discover when I read a passage 

for a second time?

ÅWhat unique perspective do I bring to a 

biblical passage based on my background and 

experience?  Where are my blind spots, and 

which perspectives can help me?



OVERVIEW OF EXODUS





Exodus

ï Name of the Book

ï Historical Context

ï Following Genesis

ï Identity



Exodus

ï Exodus (exodoV) = ñway outò

ï Refers to event (leaving Egypt) and the 

book



Exodus

ï Godôs liberation of Hebrew slaves + 

Sinai covenant

ï Narrative & Law



Exodus

Historical Context

ï Dominance of Egypt



Exodus

Historical Context

ï Rameses II? (ca. 1280 BC)



Exodus

Historical Context

ï Amarna Letters (mid-1300s)



Exodus

Historical Context

ï Merneptah Stele (1208 BC)



Exodus

Historical Context

ï Rameses II? (ca. 1280 BC)

ï Amarna Letters (mid-1300s)

ï Merneptah Stele (1208 BC)

ï Estimates from 1450 to 1250 BC. Hard 

to be more precise.



Exodus

Historical Context

ï Relations with Gentiles are 

mixed.

ÅIsraelites are chosen ones 

(Abrahamic covenant)

ÅReliant on Gentiles; often 

good relations (Joseph 

story)
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Exodus

ï Following Genesis

ÅPrimeval History (Gen 1-11) Ÿ 

Patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, 

Jacob) Ÿ Joseph story

ÅGodôs covenant with Abraham 

still valid? Land of Israel? 

Abrahamôs line?



Exodus

ï Identity

ÅSmall family Ÿ Big Family Ÿ Nation

ÅHebrews Ÿ Sons of Israel Ÿ Sons of God

ÅGod (Yahweh)

ÅMoses



ÅIntroductions

ÅTalk 1: Interpreting Exodus

ÅTalk 2: 4ÈÅÏÐÈÁÎÙȟ 'ÏÄȭÓ .ÁÍÅ

ÅTalk 3: 10 Commandments

ÅTalk 4: Law, Lex Talionis

ÅTalk 5: #ÏÖÅÎÁÎÔȟ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÒÁÔÈ

EXODUS



Exodus
The Journey Home



Theophany

ÅIncompatible with Deism

ÅqeoV = God; fanew = reveal, 

become manifest

ÅTheophany = self-disclosure of God

ÅSeveral forms: dream, vision, or 

physical manifestation



Theophany

ÅTypically on a mountain 

top

ÅOften accompanied by 

natural phenomena

ÅGod is heard but rarely 

seen



Seeing God & Theophanies

ÅWhen people behold God, 

what do they see?

ÅWhat other images appear 

in theophanies?



The Hidden Presence Of God

Truly, you are a God who hides 
Himself , O God of Israel

(Isa 45:15)



ÅConsider Godôs activity and 

presence over time

ÅTheophoric names (-el, -iah)

ÅNew Testament repeats the pattern

Theophany



Mt. Sinai



Exodus

ï Absence of God

ÅStrong, regular presence in Genesis, but 

nothing between Gen 35 and Exod 3

ÅWhy?



ůŴůū ƃƟū ůŴůū

* The Divine Name



ůŴůū ƃƟū ůŴůū

* The Divine Name

*Why isnõt God more 
straightforward in Exod 3:14? 

Compare Exod 6:2.



*The Divine Name

*Names & Naming

*Godõs Names
*Exegetical Methods

*Significance



*Whatõs in a Name?

*Names & Naming

*Power over

*Personõs character

*Circumstances of birth (e.g. Gen 29)

*Reputation, fame, legacy



*Godõs Name

*Titles for God in the OT

*God (Elohim), Almighty God 
(El Shaddai), Lord  (Adonai), 
Lord of Hosts , others

*Exodus 3:14

ůŴůū ƃƟū ůŴůū



*Exegetical Methods

*Linguistic

*Tradition

*Literary



*Exegetical Methods

*Linguistic

*Root verb = òto beó
* Idem per idem construction

* Imperfect tense

*Causative? (hiphil  stem)

*Subjunctive? (òI would beéó)
*Cohortative ? (wish)



*Exegetical Methods

*Linguistic

*Middle word of this phrase =

*òthat,ó òwhich,ó òwhoó

*òifó
*òin order that ó

*òbecauseó


