Harden Heart

-(Curtis Mitch) Twenty times in the opening chapters of Exodus we are told of Pharaoh’s hardening
heart. Ten times God hardens Pharaoh’s heart, ten times it is Pharaoh himself. The Hebrew word
translated “harden” is kaved, “to make heavy,” and a heavy heart had a particular significance for
ancient Egyptians. Among the tombs and temples in ancient Egypt it was common to find
inscriptions depicting the final judgment of the dead as carried out by the weighing of a person’s
heart on a scale. Each heart was weighed against a feather representing truth and justice. If
someone’s heart was heavied by sins, that person was condemned. In the Exodus narrative, Pharaoh’s
heart is being weighed against the scales of truth and justice. Each time he refuses to follow God’s
command and acts against God and justice, he sins, and his heart becomes heavier. God is making
Pharaoh’s heart heavy inasmuch as he gives a just command that Pharaoh refuses to follow. In the
end, the heaviness of Pharaoh’s heart will condemn him—not because God forced him to harden his
heart but because he was found wanting in his response to the demands of justice and truth.

-(Fr. Mike Schmitz) God is always good, and is goodness himself. God is truth itself, life itself,
mercy itself. It’s kinda like the sun. In the presence of the sun’s
heat, wax melts and becomes soft, whereas clay hardens and
becomes stiff. That’s an image of the disposition of one’s heart.
If my heart is open to the Lord, then it will become softened in
the presence of the Lord, like wax; but, if my heart is closed to
the Lord, then it will become hardened in the presence of the
Lord, like clay in the heat. God is simply demonstrating reality,
and Pharaoh, in the sight of that, hardens his heart.

ANCIENT EGYPTIANS BELIEVED ONE'S SINS,
REPRESENTED BY THE HEART, HAD TO BE AS
LIGHT AS A FEATHER TO ACHIEVE THE AFTERLIFE

HE WAS GUILTLESS




The plagues of Egypt are well known, but a deep study reveals that each
 wasa direct challenge to the various Egyptian gods and goddesses. The
plagues affected the Egyptians’ physical senses as well as their hearts with
reminders that Jehovah God was far superior to any of their gods. He exer-
cised power at will while the Egyptian gods remained helpless against Him.
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